
REGULAR MEETING

SAUK RAPIDS CITY COUNCIL

SAUK RAPIDS GOVERNMENT CENTER, 250 Summit Ave N.

Monday, May 23, 2016
MINUTES
6:00 P.M. 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

Mayor Brad Gunderson called the meeting to order at 6:00p.m. Members present: Ellen Thronson, Steve Heinen, Kurt Hunstiger, and Nick Sauer. Others present: Ross Olson, City Administrator, Todd Schultz, Community Development Director, Craig Nelson, Utilties Director, Terry Wotzka, City Engineer, Perry Beise, Police Chief,  Matt Loven,City Attorney, and Dana Furman, Administrative Services Coordinator
2. Additions or Changes to the Agenda 
Ross Olson requested to add Approve Purchase of Ground Storage Tank Mixer as agenda item 9-J. Olson also requested to add the Teamsters Local 320 Collective Bargaining Agreement for 2016 as agenda item 9-K. 
3.
Approve the Agenda

Motion: Moved by Councilperson Sauer and seconded by Councilperson Heinen to approve the Agenda as amended. Motion carried unanimously.

      4.
Approve Minutes
 

A. 5-9-16 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
Motion: Moved by Councilperson Heinen and seconded by Councilperson  Thronson to approve the 5-9-16 Regular City Council Minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

B. 5-9-16 Special City Council Meeting Minutes

Motion: Moved by Councilperson Thronson and seconded by Councilperson Hunstiger to approve the 5-9-16 Special City Council Meeting Minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.  
5. Receive and File

NONE 
6. Mayor’s Communications
· St. Cloud Greater Area Will Be Hosting the 2017 Governor’s Fishing Opener—Mayor Gunderson stated that he attended the 2016 Governor’s Fishing Opener in McGregor, Minnesota. He noted that John Libert, St. Cloud City Council, was in attendance tonight to talk about the St. Cloud Greater Area being selected to host the 2017 Governor’s Fishing Opener. Mayor Gunderson said that he was excited about this opportunity and what it means for Sauk Rapids.  
John Libert, St. Cloud City Council, advised the Council that the St. Cloud Convention and Visitors Bureau began the process of applying to host the Governor’s Fishing Opener over a year ago. Libert stated that the Greater St. Cloud area being selected to host the 2017 Fishing Opener is the most exciting and positive thing to happen for this area in years. He noted that the Mississippi will provide a unique fishing experience for the Governor’s Opener. Libert noted the 3 different fishing areas that will be utilized for the event along the Mississippi in Sartell, St. Cloud, and Sauk Rapids. He said that while this is huge for the area, it should not cost the hosting cities a lot of money. Libert stated that there will be 120+ members of the press in attendance, MN Vikings, executives, sponsors, etc.  The event is regulated by the State of Minnesota, so there is a good pattern in place as to how to make everything work. Libert said that there needs to be a community picnic and a youth fishing activity included with the weekend festivities. Libert said that the event will be looking for sponsors.  The goal is to go BIG with this event.  Libert concluded by saying that the 2017 Governor’s Fishing Opener is not solely a St. Cloud project.  This is a greater St. Cloud area project that will be run by the St. Cloud Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. He suggested that anyone interested in volunteering contact Julie Lunning at the St. Cloud Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.. 
Ross Olson stated that prior to this year’s fishing opener, staff along with the Mayor met with the St. Cloud Convention and Visitor’s Bureau staff to discuss what this event for 2017 will all entail.  Olson noted that the City of Sauk Rapids will be a very busy place during the fishing opener.  He said that there are all kinds of things that the City will need to think about and plan for in preparing for the 2017 Governor’s Fishing Opener.  
7. Audience Items/Visitors Total Time Limit 2 Minutes for Items NOT on the Agenda
NONE
8. Public Hearings
NONE
9. Consent Agenda 
A. Approve and Authorize Amusement Permit for Rapids River Food Fest

B. Approve and Adopt Resolution Approving Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for Rapids River Food Fest

C. Approve 2016 Plumbing Contractor License

D. Authorize the Purchase and Installation of New Digital Upgrades

E. Approve the Purchase of Dynaforms Software from Zuercher Technologies

F. Approve Amendments to the Liquor Licensing Code Pertaining to On-Sale Wine Licenses In Conjunction with 3.2 Percent Malt Liquor Licenses

G. Approve Replacing Existing iPads 

H. Approve Rapids River Days Parade Route and City Participation  

I. Approve Adoption of Resolution and Findings of Fact Authorizing the Order to Abate a Hazardous House at 1045 10th Ave North
J. Approve Purchase of Ground Storage Tank Mixer

K. Approve Modifications to Teamsters Local 320 Collective Bargaining Agreement for 2016
Motion:  Moved by Councilperson Sauer and seconded by Councilperson Hunstiger to approve agenda items 9A-9K. Motion carried unanimously.
10. Regular Agenda
A. Community Solar Subscription
Todd Schultz stated that staff has been working with represenatives from Geronimo Energy on a City subscription to the various solar gardens that Geronimo is constructing in the area.  He explained that this is based on a recent law passed by the State Legislature that created this program.  How the program works is that a solar company such as Geronimo builds out a solar site and then puts that electricity on Xcel’s grid. In return, Xcel reduces the City’s bill. Schultz said that of that savings, the City keeps 1.0 cent per kilowatt hour.  The rest of the savings is then sent to Geronimo by the City.
Schultz noted that based on the City’s current usage of electricity, 1.0 cent per kilowatt hours equates to a yearly savings of about $20,000 off of the electric bill.  This is a 25 year program, so if the City subscribes it would be committing to 25 years.  Over 25 years, the savings would be about $474,605.31.

The State law requires that subscribers be an Xcel customer, and the gardens that the City subscribes to must be in the same County that the City is in or an adjacent County.

Schultz noted that he and the Finance Director have been meeting with representatives from Xcel.  Staff has also disucced the solar subscription with the Public Works Committee. The Public Works Committee supports the subscription. 
Schultz explained that the City must sign a contract for each solar garden site that the City subscribes to.  In order to maximize savings, this may be as many as 6-8 gardens.

Legal has reviewed the contracts and has no concerns. Schultz said that in the event that the gardens that the City subscribes to fail to provide the electricity that they are required to provide then we wouldn’t in turn have to pay Geronimo their cut of the savings.

Schultz noted the one concern that he has, which is that Geronimo plans on applying for a solar garden in the annexation area. He didn’t think that the City could subscribe to this garden because it would be a conflict of interest since the Joint Planning Board may have to permit this in the annexation area. Legal didn’t think it was a legal conflict of interest. There may be one in Foley going in that the City could subscribe to or the City could subscribe to one in Stearns County.
Councilperson Hunstiger said that a perceived conflict is something that he definitely attempts to avoid. He noted that he would like to see the City subscribe to other solar gardens that are not in the annexation area or in the City.

Councilperson Heinen stated that he agrees that the City subscribing to a solar garden in the orderly annexation area could be perceived as a conflict of interst. 

Ross Olson stated that Geronimo is looking for a government entity as a subscriber. 

Schultz said that Geronimo is very interested in having the City of Sauk Rapids as a subscriber.  

Councilperson Hunstiger said that he is not against the City subscribing to a solar garden. He is against subscribing to anything in the anexation area.

Councilperson Heinen asked about timeframe.  Schultz predicted that the solar gardens would be operating lat this year or early next year. The original deadline for the solar gardens has been extended. 
Heinen said that he, too, is not against the City subscribing to a solar garden.  His concern would be about subscribing to a solar garden in the orderly annexation area.  

Motion: Moved by Councilperson Hunstiger and seconded by Councilperson Heinen to authorize the execution of Community Solar Subscription contracts on the condition that none of the sites that Sauk Rapids subscribes to are in the City or the annexation areas. Motion carried unanimously. 
11. Other Staff Items
NONE
12. Other Council Items and Communications
NONE
13. Approve List of Bills and Claims 

Motion: Moved by Councilperson Sauer and seconded by Councilperson Heinen to approve the List of Bills and Claims. Motion carried unanimously. 
Adjournment

Motion:  Moved by Councilperson Thronson and seconded by Councilperson Hunstiger to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 6:31p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dana Furman, Administrative Services Coordinator
5-23-2016
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