REGULAR MEETING

SAUK RAPIDS CITY COUNCIL

SAUK RAPIDS GOVERNMENT CENTER, 250 Summit Ave N.

Monday, January 14, 2013 

6:00 PM

MINUTES

6:00 PM

*Oath of Office: Swearing In of Brad Gunderson as Mayor and Steve Heinen and Nick Sauer as Councilpersons.  Ross Olson, City Administrator/Clerk administered the Oath of Office and presented the newly elected officals with a Certificate of Election. 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Gunderson called the meeting to order at 6:05p.m. Members present:  Paul Weber, Steve Heinen, Nick Sauer, and Kurt Hunstiger. Others present: Ross Olson, City Administrator, Pete Eckhoff, Public Works Director, Todd Schultz, Community Development Director, Perry Beise, Police Chief, Terry Wotzka, City Engineer, Adam Ripple, City Attorney, Jack Kahlhamer, Finance Director, and Dana Furman, Administrative Services Coordinator. 
2.  Vacanct Council Seat Appointment
Ross Olson stated that the City received 15 letters of interest for the vacant City Council seat.  Olson explained that on January 7th the Council appointed Interview Committee conducted interviews of the six people selected to be interviewed.   He noted that one person selected had a conflict that made him unanble to attend his designated interview slot. The next step moving forward is for the Council to facilitate discussion and choose an individual from the list.
Motion:  Moved by Councilperson Weber and seconded by Councilperson Heinen to appoint Kurt Hunstiger to the vacant City Council seat.  
Discussion:

Councilperson Weber said that he always finds it challenging to make an appointment to the Council when the decision is being based on the opinion of the Council members versus the voters.  He noted that there was an excellent list of applicants.  Councilperson Weber aknowledged those who had been interviewed who were in attendance at tonight’s meeting.  He encouraged those who had applied to come forward and run for City Council at which point the decision of who to serve can be up to the voters.   Councilperson Weber said that his reason for nominating Mr. Hunstiger has a lot to do with the current make-up of the Council with two new members.  He stated that Mr. Hunstiger’s six years of previous City Council experience in addition to the time that he has spent on City Boards and Commissions makes him the best choice for the current vacancy. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

* Being that Mr. Kurt Hunstiger was in the audience and willing to take his newly appointed seat at the Council dais immediately, Ross Olson, City Administrator/Clerk, administered the Oath of Office for Councilperson Kurt Hunstiger.   Councilperson Hunstiger joined the other members of the Council at the dais. 
3. Additions or Changes to the Agenda 
 Adam Ripple requested to pull agenda item 10-E for clarification, and he noted that a revised resolution for agenda item 10-E had been placed on the dais.  Pete Eckhoff requested to pull agenda item 10-G for clarification.  
4.
Approve the Agenda
Motion: Moved by Councilperson Weber and seconded by Councilperson Heinen to approve the Agenda as amended. Motion carried unanimously.
       5.
Approve Minutes
 

A.12-10-12 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
Motion: Moved by Councilperson Weber and seconded by Councilperson Heinen to approve the12-10-12 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.
       6.
Receive and File

A. 11-7-12 Regular Meeting Minutes of the Sauk Rapids HRA
Motion:  Moved by Councilperson Weber and seconded by Councilperson Sauer to receive and file the 11-7-12 Regular Meeting Minutes of the Sauk Rapids HRA.  Motion carried unanimously.


B. 11-20-12 Regular Meeting Minutes of the Sauk Rapids Advisory Park Board

Motion: Moved by Councilperson Heinen and seconded by Councilperson Hunstiger to receive and file the 11-20-12 Regular Meeting Minutes of the Sauk Rapids Advisory Park Board.  Motion carried unanimously. 


C. 12-4-12 Regular Meeting Minutes of the Sauk Rapids HRA
Motion:   Moved by Councilperson   Hunstiger and seconded by Councilperson Sauer to receive and file the 12-4-12 Regular Meeting Minutes of the Sauk Rapids HRA.  Motion carried unanimously. 
        7. Mayor’s Communications
· 25 Years Dedicated Service Recognition, Steve Kosloske, Public Works Department—Not present to receive recognition
  8.
Audience Items/Visitors

Total Time Limit 10 Minutes for Items NOT on the Agenda
Gery Then, 217 Summit Ave North, stated that his concern tonight is that the City has not honored its history.  Then referenced Bob Cross Memorial Park and Bob Cross, the man, and how he would like to provide a brief history on both.  Then apologized that in order to stay within the ten minute time allowance he would have to leave out a lot of additional facts.  Then provided a brief history about the 47 acres that now make up Bob Cross Memorial Park.  He then talked about Bob Cross who was a former Fire Fighter and a Sportsman’s Club member.  Then concluded by saying that he thought it fitting that a memorial had been created after the much deserving Bob Cross family. 
Henry Oehrlein, 3425 Golden Spike Road, discussed the drainage hole by 10th Street Northeast and Goldenspike Road.  Oehrlein requested that the City put in some sort of guardrail to protect people from driving into the wetlands and drowning. He encouraged the City look into this issue before the roundabout project takes place.
Jim Dobos, 920 1st Street South, discussed the City plows and buses that are tough on the City roads. Dobos said that the City of Sauk Rapids has enough roads to take care of before it should even think about adding new roads.
9.  Public Hearings
NONE
10. Consent Agenda
A. Approve Council Member Attendance To The Annual 2013 LMC Elected Officials Leadership Conference
B. Approve Change Order No. 3 To Benton Drive Improvement Project
C. Approve Waiving City Permit Fees for the Public Works Water Heater Replacement
D. Approve 4th Quarter Building, Mechanical, and Plumbing Permits
E. Approve Revision to MTC Appointment Policy---Pulled For Clarification
F. Approve Rinke Noonan’s 2013 Legal Rates
G. Approve Transferring Funds Not To Exceed $10,000 From The Capital Equipment Fund For Purchase of Recapped Loader Tires---Pulled For Clarification
H. Approve Liquor Store Fiber Connection
I. Approve City Designees for 2013
J. Approve B&B Properties of Minnesota, LLC Subordination Agreement

K. Approve Addition to 2013 Legislative Resolution For St. Cloud

L. Approve 2012 and 2013 Plumbing and Mechanical Contractor Licenses
M. Approve Villages of Creekside Road and Trail Easement
Motion:  Moved by Councilperson Weber and seconded by Councilperson Heinen to approve agenda items 10A-10D, 10F, 10H-10M.  Motion carried unanimously.
10-E. Approve Revision to MTC Appointment Policy
Adam Ripple noted that the Resolution included with meeting packet was incorrect.   A corrected version was placed on the dais prior to the start of the meeting.  Ripple said that the City of Sauk Rapids is a member of the St. Cloud Metropolitan Transit Commission (MTC).   The revised resolution gives the City the ability to appoint any Sauk Rapids resident. 
Councilperson Weber questioned if this was an annual appointment.  Olson said that the appointment needing to be filled is through the end of June 2014.  
Councilperson Hunstiger clarified that based on the proposed reslution the appontment could be a council member or a resident.  Olson stated that this was correct. He noted that other cities have a citizen member appointed to the MTC Board for their City. 
Motion: Moved by Councilperson Heinen and seconded by Councilperson Hunstiger to approve the revision to the MTC Appointment Policy Resolution.  Motion carried unanimously. 

10-G. Approve Transferring Funds Not To Exceed $10,000 From The Capital Equipment Fund For Purchase of Recapped Loader Tires

Pete Eckhoff said that he wanted to clarify that the purchase will come from the Capital Equipment Fund. 
Motion:  Moved by Councilperson Weber and seconded by Councilperson Hunstiger to approve the purchase of recapped loader tires from the Capital Equipment Fund in an amount to not exceed $10,000.  Motion carried unanimously. 

11.
Regular Agenda
A.  Consider Appointment to MTC Commission  
Ross Olson noted that with the Council approving Consent agenda item 10-E, the City can now appoint any resident to serve on the MTC Commission.  Olson stated that there is an MTC Board meeting later this month, so the new appointee will need to start attending these meetings as soon as possible.

Olson said that Mayor Gunderson is recommending the appointment of former Mayor Harold Jesh as the Community’s representative to the St. Cloud MTC Board of Directors.  The first term will consist of completing former Mayor Dave Saunders’ unexpired term that will end June 30th of 2014.
Motion:  Moved by Councilperson Heinen and seconded by Councilperson Hunstiger to approve the resolution appointing former Mayor Harold Jesh to the St. Cloud MTC Board of Directors.  Motion carried unanimously. 
B.  Consider Participation in Sales Tax Lobbying Costs
Ross Olson stated that in 2005 the area communities agreed to request legislative approval to extend the existing three-year sales tax option.  He noted that this effort was successful in part by representatives from the communities being very active in supporting the legislation at the capital as well as with the assistance of a lobbyist.  Olson noted that the area cities are again requesting legislation approving the extension of the existing sales tax option that is set to expire in 2018.  He said that the area communities have discussed the potential need for lobbying assistance on this legislative request.
Olson explained that the lobbying effort was supported by all but the City of St. Cloud last year with the joint effort being successful at getting the sales tax extension legislation into the State’s Omnibus Tax Bill.  Olson noted that unfotunately for this request; the Governor vetoed the Tax Bill.  Olson said that the area communities are again proposing to use Flaherty and Hood, which is the same lobbying firm used last year, to support the efforts of the area communities.  The total lobbying costs would be $12,500, so the City of Sauk Rapids’ share would be $2,083.
Olson said that this year the Mayor of the City of St. Cloud has indicated that he supports the City of St. Cloud’s participation.  He noted that Mayor Gunderson attended the Mayor’s meeting in Sartell on December 11th and that Mayor Gunderson is recommending approval of the City’s participation in the lobbying effort.

The Cities of Waite Park, St. Joe, St. Augusta, and St. Cloud have all approved participation.  Olson stated that Sartell will be considering their participation at a City Council meeting tonight as well.

Councilperson Hunstiger asked what would happen in terms of residents should the ½ Cent Sales tax extension legislation be successful.  Olson said that the City will have to ask residents questions on whether or not they want to participate and if so, what the priorities would be.  Olson said that if approved, a regional project will have to be developed and voted on by residents. 

Motion:  Moved by Councilperson Hunstiger and seconded by Mayor Gunderson to approve participation in sales tax lobbying costs. 
Discussion:

Councilperson Weber said that he did not support this item last year and he will again not support it this year, because he does not feel that lobbying is money well spent.  He noted that he believes the elected officials will do what they feel is right with or without lobbying.
Motion carried with 4 Council members (Hunstiger, Gunderson, Heinen, and Sauer) voting in favor of the motion and 1 Council member (Weber) voting in opposition of the motion. 
C.  Consider Joint Cable Franchise Negotiation Agreement
Adam Ripple advised the Council that the Cities of Waite Park and Sartell are jointly retaining attorney Brian Grogan at the firm of Moss and Barnett to negotiate the renewal of the Charter cable franchise.  He stated that the City of St. Joseph is also considering joinging the joint representation.  Ripple explained that Mr. Grogran is also representing the City of St. Cloud, although St. Cloud is undertaking a comprehensive assessment of its existing franchise. 
Ripple noted that the City of Sauk Rapids has also been approached about joining in with the area Cities to jointly negotiate with Charter.  The goal of the joint representation is to achieve some cost savings as a group and to provide additional negotiating leverage by having strength in numbers.  Ripple explained that Mr. Grogan specializes in franchise law and has provided a joint representation agreement with Sartell sharing 38% of the cost, Sauk Rapids sharing 31%, St. Joseph 15%, and Waite Park 16% based on population.  The percentage will change if St. Joseph opts out.  Ripple stated that the total estimate for this work is $6,000 to $8,000 with each City picking up their portion of the final total.  He said that once it is known which Ciites will be participating, then a joint meeting with representatives from each and Mr. Grogan will be scheduled to identify the goals of each individual City as well as the collective group. 
Ripple said that the City Attorney has discussed this issue with Mr. Grogan and Mr.Olson has discussed the matter with area City Administrators.  Ripple said that he and Olson are recommeding approval of the joint representation agreement. 

Mayor Gunderson questioned what Sauk Rapids’ share would be in terms of a dollar amount.  Ripple said that currently a fixed cost has yet to be determined. 
Councilperson Weber asked if there was a local lawfirm that could handle this.  Ripple said that his office has handled franchise agreements.  Ripple said however that Mr. Grogan is nationally renowned and highly respected by both Attornies as well as utility companies.  Councilperson Weber questioned why the City of Sartell’s Attorney was the person of contact listed.  Ripple said that the intent would be to work with each of the City Attorneys but have one designated point of contact.   Councilperson Weber asked what law firm Jan Peterson works for.  Ripple said that that Peterson retired as the Attorney from St. Cloud a few years ago and now has a private practice.

Kurt Hunstiger asked if the Cities worked together in the past to do such an agreement.  Ripple stated that the Cities did work together in the past and continue to work together collaboratively for efforts such as this.  
Ripple explained that the contract could take eight months to a year to develop.  Councilperson Hunstiger asked how often the contracts have to be renegotiated.  Ripple said that it was his understanding that these contracts would have to be renegotiated every eight years. 

Motion:  Moved by Councilperson Weber and seconded by Councilperson Heinen to approve and adopt the Joint Representation Agreement with the understanding that the cable franchise renewal will require future approval by the City Council.  Motion carried unanimously.  
12. Other Staff Items
A. 1-29-13 Area Cities Meeting in Sartell

Ross Olson noted that the next Joint Area Cities meeting will take place in Sartell on January 29th.  This meeting will be posted as a public meeting.  Olson asked that those interested in attending please RSVP to Dana Furman.
B. 4-9-13 Local Board of  Equalization Meeting at 9:30am

Ross Olson stated that the County Assessor has sent out the date for the City’s Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting.  This meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 9th in the Council Chambers beginning at 9:30am.  Olson asked the Council to mark their calendars for this Special City Council meeting.  
13. Other Council Items and Communications 
Mayor Gunderson stated that he would like to thank everyone and welcom the new Council members to the City Council. 
14.
Approve List of Bills and Claims
Motion: Moved by Councilperson Weber and seconded by Councilperson Heinen to approve the List of Bills and Claims.  Motion carried unanimously.  
15.
Adjournment
Motion:  Moved by Councilperson Heinen and seconded by Councilperson Hunstiger to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 6:48 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Dana Furman

Administrative Services Coordinator
1-14-2013
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